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REXP Salutes 


FROM: P.O. Box 9007 
Berkeley CA 94709 USA 


AN ANNOUNCEMENT TO READERS: 


Increased postal rates in 1985 will 
force an increase in the suvscription 
rates of Rail Travel News. 

In the meantime, you may still 
sulyscribe or renew or extend a sub- 
scription at the present rates. 

or your convenience, a coupon 
appears below. 
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Send RTN for __ year(s) at $19 per year or $9.50 
for six months. My remittance is enclosed. This is: 
@ mew (1, renewal/extension (!, gift |) subscription. 
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A full service travel agency with 20 years rail experience | 
AMTRAK Specialist’ David Butts 


3442 sacramento street, san francisco, 94118 ® (415) 563-8447 


For the trp to sult your personality, call: 


Carl Loucks 


Sia Blahok .... SELLING RAILROAD TIMETABLES | 
Ted marcx | (415) 326-7330 
Employee Timetables. Public Timetables. 
en a I ALL DESTINATIONS Brochures, Guides. Postcards. Tickets a 
full line of transportation paper items. New 
ACCENT ON TRANEL catalogue issued monthly Send Stamped Self 
Addressed Envelope for latest list and specials 
CRUISES 


AIRLINE TICKETS 199 Wayland %., Hamden, CT 06518 
CANADIAN RAIL | 2% 


EURRILPASS 


Be sure to send 
—¢ RIN your chance 
of address as 
Pw early as pssi- 

ble. 


— clus MED 
Curtis St, Menlo Park, Ca 94025 


ON THE COVER . 


The cover illustration is from an ad published by the Richmond, Fredericksburg 
& Potomac Railroad in newspapers on the route of the new Amtrak VIRGINIAN. 
Under the photos, the ad caption read: “We welcome the new Amtrak Virginian to 
the RF&P. Try the Amtrak Virginian on your next trip. You and your freight will 
like RF&P’s busy—but uncongested—double track main line. It’s better by far than 
1-95!" It is believed that this is the first time that a private railroad has advertised 
its Amtrak service in this manner. If readers know of other instances, RTN would 
like to hear about them. 
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Bullet Trainls Dropped 


American High Speed Rail Corporation, would-be builders of America’s first high- 
speed intercity rail line, the proposed Los Angeles-San Diego Bullet Train, styled after 
Japanese technology, decided on Nov 11 that, having run out of funds, no more 
would be forthcoming. On Nov 13 the announcement was made that the ambitious 
Bullet Train project was being scrapped, and that AHSRC would close its doors the 
next day. 

AHSRC had been operating on $10 million, of which $8 million came from Jap- 
anese sources, one million from three U.S. construction companies, and one million 
an AHSRC board member. The corporation needed to raise $50 million more to do 
engineering studies, and First Boston Corporation of New York had been engaged in 
the process of finding that money from the American private investor pool. The 
Corporation apparently found it impossible to raise that sum, altho over half of it 
had been located. This failure to attract private funding was the factor that did in 
the Bullet Train project. Also, a number of conservative Southern California leaders 
felt that there was a risk that the taxpayers would have to shoulder the burden of 
supporting the line because it wouldn’t be able to make it on its own and would 
require public subsidy. Among these detractors was Paul Gann, whose Proposition 
13 stirred up California several years ago. 

AHSRC said it was selling its engineering studies of the line to Amtrak for 
$200,000. Amtrak was quick to state that it had no plans to build a high-speed 
train line there itself. A number of rail observers have commented that now Amtrak 
should look toward upgrading of the existing SAN DIEGAN line. 


The Train Riders’ Association of California, in a Nov 15 press release, called for 
an upgrading of state-supported Amtrak service in Southern California. Said TRAC 
Director Leif Lange, “With parallel freeways near capacity, and the cost of new urban 
freeway at $100 million per mile, it makes good sense for the state to expand its role 
in providing cost-effective train service.” Lange continued, “The bullet train would 
have cost over $3 billion. For only $50 million, the existing Los Angeles-San Diego 
Ee line can be upgraded to provide hourly service.” He explained his proposal as 
ollows: 

e@ With minor trackwork, L.A.-San Diego travel time can be cut to two hours, 
20 minutes with six intermediate stops. Top speed would remain 90mph. 

e Express bus feeder services can be added linking West L.A., Orange and San 
Diego County points with train stations. 

© Trains can be extended north from downtown L.A. to the San Fernando Val- 
ley, Ventura County.and Santa Barbara, adding a market of two million people to 
the service area. “Santa Barbara service is vitally necessary to relieve severe conges- 
tion on the Ventura Freeway at all hours,” stated Lange. 

Lange concluded, “In the months ahead, TRAC plans to work closely with the 
Administration and Legislature to secure improved train service for Southern Calif- 
ornia. The collapse of the bullet train makes it more necessary than ever that the 
state provide alternatives to the auto for intercity travel in this congested region.” 

The demise of the Southern California Bullet Train plan may have an effect 
upon other high-speed train proposals in the U.S. The Washington Post noted that 
the Southern California proposal was viewed as a “crucial test” for proposals in 
other U.S. corridors. NARP recalled that just two years ago this month, Ohio voters 
defeated by a 4-1 margin a plan to begin a high-speed system in the state, financ’ ° 
by a one-cent sales tax. 
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eS ET AE. a, 
LETTERS 


In reference to the letter from J. David 
Ingles, Managing Editor of Trains, which was 
published in RTN 303, on the subject of Mark 


The following information should be 
weighed against Graham Claytor’s defense (in 
his letter to RTN this past summer) of his 
decision to eliminate direct rail passenger ser- 
vice to Clearwater and St. Petersburg, Florida: 


Mayer's letter on restructuring Amtrak service 
thru Wisconsin: 

At first 1 thought this was going to be a 
sensible and constructive letter. But the fur- 
ther | read, the more it became obvious that 
Mr. Ingles made suggestions, only to knock 
down each suggestion in turn with reasons 
why “It Can’t Be Done.” This is typical of 
American railroad thinking from way back 
before Amtrak, as practiced by our private 
enterprise railroads when they were trying to 
outdo each other in sabotaging the passenger 
service. This is also the reason (or the princi- 
pal one) that | cancelled my subscription to 
Trains lack in those days—because Trains’ edi- 
torial policy invariably backed railroad manage 
ment in its sabotage of the passenger business. 

Mr. Ingles seems to be an expert on the 
Interstate Highway System, and has given three 
examples of the existence of a paralleling inter- 
state highway with which Amtrak could never 
compete. | must point out that the whole 
country is criss-crossed with interstate highways, 
built with billions of tax $$$$; yet Amtrak’s 
meditim-to-long distance trains are, at some 
times of the year, sold out far in advance; and 
NARP tells us that the lack of sufficient equip- 
ment to handle these peak loads is one of Am- 
trak’s big headaches. 

The fact that some Amtrak lines cannot 
compete with the interstates in speed does not 
negate other characteristics of train travel which 
far outstrip highway travel—comfort, relaxation, 
safety, to name just three. |, for one, while 
being forced to drive a car because of the lousy 
public transportation in this so-called civilized 
country, still use the train whenever it is possi- 
ble to do so. Furthermore, when | am forced 
to drive, | NEVER use the interstates, which 
are death traps in spite of the lying propaganda 
by the government, and by the automobile 
trucking, oil, roadbuilding, etc. interests. | 
know I am far from alone in this attitude. 

One more point is that, while compared to 
Europe, America’s railroads are a pile of junk, 
this situation would not have to exist. Our 
national 55mph highway speed limit is of course 
not enforced, so that 100mph is the usual prac- 
tice (with many thousands of deaths each year); 
but in France the TGV trains go 160mph in 
perfect safety and comfort. Of course this is 
only a 200-mile line (but France is building 
more); yet 125mph (also in safety and comfort) 
is the rule rather than the exception on Euro- 
pean main lines, The fact that we have nothing 
like that in this country is not because it can’t 
be done, but because the politicians are all paid 
off by the highway lobby; and because the rail- 
road managements are, traditionally, only inter- 
ested in freight. 

John J. Bowman, Jr. 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania 
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The first six months of dedicated bus ser- 
vice to these two cities saw a 48.2% decline 
in passengers compared to the same period in 
1983 (source: St. Petersburg Times, Oct 19, 
1984). 

When you consider that 1984 has generally 
been a much better year for Amtrak than 1983, 
the almost 50% decline in passengers going to 
and from Pinellas County via Amtrak’s rail/bus 
arrangement is even more distressing. 

It is clear that Claytor and the Amtrak 
board made a serious blunder when they cut 


St. Petersburg and Clearwater off from direct f 


access to the heavily-traveled Florida trains. 
Charles B. Dew 
Professor of History 
Williams College 
Williamstown, Massachusetts 


Refer issue no. 302, page 16, Auto Train ; 
ridership projections: 

In Jan 1983, Amtrak announced it would ! 
start Auto Train in the fall of 1983, they pre- 
dicted it would attract 140,000 passengers in 
the first year; however, in the first 10 months 
of operation it only hauled 51,681 passengers. 

Amtrak’s projection of ridership on a num- 
ber of new trains it has started up in the last 
few years has not been very accurate. Therefore, 
how can we’ in Oklahoma have any faith in 
their studies which show that a train thru our 
state would not be a financial success? 

Roscoe C. Migliore f 
Collinsville, Oklahoma 


| note the letter of your Mr. T. W. Scull in 
issue 301. Don’t you people give enough room 
to this person without granting him the run of 
the letters column as well? This is space better 
devoted to substantive discussion, not internec- 
ine back-biting. 

Mr. Scull is clearly guilty of doing no more 
than glancing at material that must be closely 
examined. Mr. Bretz, correctly | believe, expres- 
sed his personal feeling about a late train. He 
neither stated nor implied that such practice was 
good for other passengers, for potential riders, 
for Amtrak, for the state of California or for the 
Nation. Yet we are assailed, as the lead item of [ 


ty 


the issue, with the specious criticism of him for | 
a view that any railfan, and probably many gen- — 
eral riders as well, has expressed at least once. | 
Mr. Scull has yet to learn that “writing mak; 
eth an exact man.” The editorial staff of RTN | 
should filter out such material. 
Geoffrey K. Germond 
Silver Spring, Maryland 
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New York City’s $2.7-billion transit bud * i 1 
; 7 get, announced Nov 13, includ 
increase. It assumes continued state subsidies, certain cost savings and a ee 
tract wage increase of only 2%. TA President David Gunn outlined some 340 service 
goals, including improved car and station cleanliness, more accurate train destination 
and delay information, reduced overtime and absenteeism, and an adequate supply of 
spare parts. Gunn does not want to increase fares before there are noticeable service 
peti none tear det members of the state legislature want a 10-cent fare in- 
in 0 justify the required state subsid: = 
ui ek tail ladins q sidy and to re-enact some form of 
The Transit Authority said Nov 14 that there is an 80% cha i 

S nce that an e 
bien car will have graffiti (down from 93& in July, 1983), 16% broken enh pati: 
els (down from 23%), and 28% chance it has wrong destination signs, 21% chance 
the me will an were and 247% chance the maps will be illegible or missing 

unn would like to put subway motormen back in uniform, and ; 
ae ie had an ey eons reaction to his proposal. : sou daetiir 
e problem not yet fully addressed is how the TA will 
16,000 pending lawsuits totaling $200 million. Saou aunties 
kkk 
A Cross Harbor -Railroad barge broke loose from its tow in hi i 
Railrc winds 
= dumped nearly six miles of Bethlehem Steel curved subway nie: in acl > 
ne 585-ton cargo, worth $330,000, was being moved in 12 freight cars from the : 


Greenville car float yards in New Jersey to the T. i 
when the accident occurred. : ities antl eae wedi bac 


kkk 
The Transit Authority on Nov 5 fired the conductor who i 
Auth took his pass 
an unscheduled joy tide Oct 22 after they refused to leave a metas nse egal 
we ee aun yaa Nati Semee of only four months reportedly cursed at 
f loudspeaker while the train moved from the D i 

vee ey terminating at Second Avenue. ngs 

n another incident on Nov 5, subway riders pulled the emergency cord 

. . . bs et 2 

BMT N Train after it had whizzed past several express stations cy Manintt without 
stopping. Apparently the train had been removed from service in Brooklyn, but be- 
cause the P.A. system was not working in all the cars, a number of riders remained 


aboard. Normally, a conductor makes a visual che nning hi 
ard. No ; ck of all 
train—in this case, out to Forest Hills. rime ea get 


kk 

Metro-North has issued its late fall, winter and spring program of pack 
New York Botanical Garden, Yonkers Raceway and Hades por Tai-Alai me ale j 
roundtrip rail fare, admission charges and in the case of the latter two connecting 
shuttle bus transportation (Saturday only at Bridgeport). In all cases the complete 
package is only slightly more than the train fare alone. The NYC number to call 
is 532-4900. 

Metro-North President Peter Stengel reported on-time perfo 
for the Hudson Line, 86.5% for the New H stds Line, and OA Wier the tena 
Line, with an 88.1% year-to-date systemwide, above a goal set at 85%. Off-peak 
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delays caused by track work on the Harlem and New Haven lines were responsible 
for the lower performances and goals. 

It was front-page news in several Gannett Westchester newspapers that one Metro- 
North conductor will earn over $100,000 this year, more than the railroad president, 
by working approximately 100 hours a week. 

kkk 
’ The Long Island Rail Road’s October on-time performance was 90.3%, a 3.7% 
increase over September, with 18,217 trains out of 20,183 arriving at their final des- 


tinations within five minutes of the scheduled time. 
kkk 


In Philadelphia, the paired SEPTA routes operating thru the Center City Com- 
muter Tunnel are confirmed as follows, with route numbers and identifying colors: 
Rl—yellow—West Trenton-30th Street (extended to the airport next spring); R2—dark 
red—Marcus Hook-Warminster; R3—orange—Elwyn/West Chester-North Broad; RS— 
blue—Paoli-Doylestown; R6—green—Ivy Ridge-Norristown (threatened with closure but 
public hearings delayed); R7—bright red—Trenton-Chestnut Hill East; and R8—brown— 
Chestnut Hill West-Fox Chase. All trains will stop at 30th St., Suburban (Penn Cen- 
ter) and Market East stations. The maximum off-peak “‘Anywhere” fare is $2.50 be- 
tween any two stations. The one-way SEPTA/NJT fare from Philadelphia to New 
York is $9.80. (This info from Delaware Valley Rail Passenger newsletter.) 

i ee 

On Saturday, Nov 10 I boarded the 2pm departure of the ADIRONDACK with | 
RTN reader Andy Jones for dinner and a lecture engagement in Albany that evening. 
Out of Croton-Harmon, there were 17 passengers in the Montreal smoker, 10 in the 
non-smoker, and 53 in the Albany cut-off coach. The afternoon fall foliage ride 
along the water level route was glorious, and the train arrived in Albany-Rensselaer 
right on time. 

On the return Sunday morning, the eastbound LAKE SHORE was on time into 
Albany. Two Amcoaches were added to the New York section, with about half of 
these seats occupied leaving Rhinecliff. While the train was up to 10mins late en 
route, it arrived on time at Grand Central, with the help of some schedule padding. 

It is pleasing to report on-time Corridor trips on long-distance trains. Before arrival ~ 
in New York, the on-board service manager announced where passengers might find 
taxis and the Penn Station bus transfer meeting point. On the platform, a familiar 
station supervisor stood by a shuttle sign near the head of the train. According to 
the OBS, a 49-seat bus would be used. 

kkk 

For an unusual way to bring in the New Year, the Railroad Enthusiasts, Chesa- 
peake Division, have scheduled a festive round trip from Washington to New York 
using the MONTREALER northbound on Dec 31 and the WASHINGTON EXECU- 
TIVE sleeper southbound, departing at 3:52am early New Year’s Day. For informa- 
tion about the trip, costing $120 with escort guide, write Wes Vernon, 1605 Billman 
Lane, Silver Spring MD 20902. No doubt the EXECUTIVE sleeper could use the 
business, and no one I have yet spoken to has seen a single ad in any on-tine news- 
paper or elsewhere. 


Over the busy Thanksgiving travel period, Amtrak will not be able to borrow any | 
NJ Transit equipment, hence they are trying to spread out the load in the NE Corri- 
dor by offering special low fares on certain dates and running late-evening trains. 
For instance, on Tuesday, Nov 20 and Monday, Nov 26 the NY-Washington one-way 
fare will be lowered to $27 (normally $37) and NY-Boston will be $19 (normally 
$25 on these days). On Nov 20 and Nov 24 there will be extra 9:30pm departures 
from New York and Washington, and on these same days there will be an additional 
8pm departure NY-Boston and a 7:30pm train Boston-NY. Extra Metroliner Service 
trains will depa:t from New York and Washington every hour from 6am to 9pm on 
Nov 21, from 7am to 12 noon on Nov 22, and 10am to 9pm on Nov 25. Excursion 
fares will not be valid on Nov 21, 22 and 25. 
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A 73-year-old rail bridge at Ninth Street and Columbia Avenue was closed on 
Nov 16 by SEPTA, disrupting service on the. ex-Reading lines in the system and ren- 
dering the newly dedicated Philadelphia Center City Tunnel virtually useless, only 
five days after its official opening. SEPTA officials note the bridge problems were 
discovered during routine inspection. Riders on the Reading lines must once again 
disembark at one of two locations to transfer to the Broad Street Subway. Board 
Chairman Lewis Gould warned that the bridge’s lack of repair may be an indication 
of much of the SEPTA system, saying many of the system’s 300 bridges are in 
“deplorable condition.” Gould lamented the lack of current funding for bridge repair 
in the SEPTA budget. For now, Paoli line trains will terminate at the new Market 
East Station, but all other ex-Pennsylvania commuter runs will terminate at Suburban 
Station. More information on this sudden reversal of SEPTA’s unification efforts 
will appear in the next East Coast Report. 


(Doug Bowen contributed to the above column. Mr. Bowen will write the next column in 
the absence of Ted Scull, who will be traveling by ocean liner.) 


RAIL CANADA 


VIA HAS POSTPONED indefinitely the discontinuance of the overnight service 
Toronto-Ottawa, and the train is in the computer now until the June timetable 
change. 

VIA’S ALL-RESERVED POLICY does not necessarily. provide a seat. A disturb- 
ance broke out in Toronto Union Station on Nov 16 as passengers with confirmed 
reservations were denied boarding (or even access to the platform) for train 665, on 
the grounds that it was full. Police had to be called to quell the near-riot. One 
source said that the train departed with a number of empty seats, allegedly held for 
downline passengers. : 

IS NO ONE in charge? is the Canadian Transport Commission’s question in its 
report of VIA on-time performance. The 89-page report highlighted the problems, 
and heavily criticized the lack of accountability when things go wrong. Some high- 
lights of the report: 

—LRC trains were annulled because of equipment failure 23% of the time; nearly 
one-third of those actually running were delayed due to equipment problems. 

—Conventional trains were delayed due to equipment 16% of the time, and meets 
or dispatching problems 14%. 

—The report noted a case at Chapleau, Ont., where CN engines are fueled by CP 
crews. Water was repeatedly put into the diesel tanks; new spouts, which would have 
solved the problem, cost $500, which VIA refused as being too expensive. Eventually 
VIA paid over $100,000 in engine repairs because of the mixups. 

—The report recommended new equipment and locomotives of proven design; 
HEP immediately; new operating agreements with CN, CP; and disclosure and moni- 
toring of finances. 

—VIA’s general on-time performance was about 70% in 1983, from a high of 83% 
Montreal-Quebec to a low of 51% Montreal-Toronto. The CANADIAN was on time 
73%, but the CTC noted that this was on a 34mph schedule, over 20mph slower than 
Amtrak’s Western longhauls, which have a much better on-time average. 

—Thruout the report, Amtrak was praised, noting that a system 2-3 time as large 
as VIA costs the same as VIA to run, and is run much better. 

In response to the report, Transport 2000 called for a return of passenger train 
service to CN and CP under a contract basis. At the same time, a transportation 
study by a joint Toronto-York Universities commission made much of the same 
recommendations, noting also that VIA should be reorganized into operating divisions 
with different cost criteria; that the overhead (administrative costs) should be reduced; 
that there should be less secretiveness; that VIA should have its own maintenance 
facilities; and that there should be less obsession with high-tech solutions. Again, 
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Despite these urgent needs, VIA has called for bids for designing (not building) 
new hi-level passenger cars, prototypes which will be available in four years. 

VIA WON’T LENGTHEN trains over Christmas, as a way of avoiding the prob- 
lems of last year. The CANADIAN will carry four sleepers plus a “Park” observation. 

NOV. 18 EVENTS, from VIA’s screen display: Train 67 was delayed 1% hours 
at Montreal setting off a bad-order coach, and then stopped at Dorval with a second 
bad-order coach. It returned to 55th Street to remove the latter, and departed there 
at about 8pm. As many passengers as possible were transferred from train 67 to 
train 69 at Dorval. Train 67 arrived Toronto 3hrs, 47mins late. Train 45 from Ot- 
tawa arrived Toronto at 2:37am, Shrs, 28mins late. Train 45 ran at restricted speed 
—30mph—because of a bad-order engine. Some passengers were transferred to other 
trains and buses, but 150 people remained on board. Presumably, LRC equipment 
was being used in both these cases. Weather was clear and about 30° F. 


CANADIAN POST OFFICE apparently 
is finding that trains on stamps will sell well 
to collectors. Here is one of their current 
steam engine designs, one of four such de- 
signs issued on Oct 25. The four also come 
together in a souvenir sheet. 


Canada, 


A SIDENOTE ON the CTC study of VIA Rail management: The CTC said it 
would release the report at 2:30pm EST on Nov 1. At 11:45am, a man turned up 
at the CTC office in Ottawa and requested a copy of the report. He was told to wait 
until 2:30. On hearing this, he said that was okay, he was being paid for his time 
anyway. A CTC staffer asked him who he was. He told them he was Pierre Franche- 
’s chauffeur. He was waiting to drive a copy of the report back to Montreal. VIA 
had a press conference scheduled there for 2pm to rebut the CTC criticisms. The 
VIA chauffeur received his copy at. 2:30, at the same time as Transport 2000, and 


hurried off. Apparently the press conference was not held. The VIA “rebuttal” 
missed the evening news programs. 


URBAN-SUBURBAN TRANSIT 


BOSTON’S MBTA SUFFERED another bridge out this month, when fire hit a 
bridge between Salem and Beverly. Two trains were stranded north of the river by 
the bridge fire, and buses: have been employed to run around the break in the rail 
system. Last Jan 20 a bridge near North Station was destroyed by fire. The Rock- 
port and Ipswich routes are affected by the November fire, and officials estimate it 
will be at least two years before a replacement bridge is in place. 

RAIL SYSTEM EXTENSIONS coming in December: On Dec 15 the Washington 
Metro system extends its Red Line north to Shady Grove, a distance of 7 miles. 
And Atlanta’s north-south line will be extended in both directions a total of 9 miles. 

THE BALTIMORE METRO celebrated its first anniversary in mid-November 
with praise from all quarters for its good operations. Ridership is ahead of expecta- 
tions, trains run on time, and there has been virtually no problem with crime or 
vandalism. Said official Ronald Hartman, “‘This probably has been the best startup 
of any system in the country.” 

TWO SEPTA TRAINS collided at the Narberth PA station on Nov 21 during the 
morning rush hour, injuring 140 people. All but five were treated and released from 
hospitals. Both trains were bound for Philadelphia. One overshot the station and 
backed up. In doing so, it collided with the second train. 

NEW. YORK SUBWAY SERVICE was backed up for 1% hours the morning of 
Nov 20 when 1500 passengers refused to leave a train when requested to do so. They 
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All of New England Amtrak 


BY ERIC HARMS 


With some fortuitous Amtrak 
scheduling and a partially used All- 
Aboard America fare from Florida to eas- 
tern New York State, I decided to cover 
all of Amtrak's New England routes. Tra- 
vel would be nonstop, risking two close 
connections in Boston and Montreal. The 
territory would not be new, but the rail 
mileage would be. 

I departed eastbound one Monday in 
July from Amtrak's relatively new 
Schenectady NY station. The required 
LAKE SHORE LIMITED had been running 
behind almost every day, averaging 50 
minutes in lateness. My first connection 
in Boston was to be 55 minutes; today's 
LAKE SHORE was already down 43 minutes. 
The 16-car train was so long that two 
stops were required for about 30 passen- 
gers to disembark and board. Two F40s on 
the head end easily accelerated the 
crowded train up out of the Mohawk River 
valley, passing the sprawling GE main 
plant on the right. 

The seven Boston cars’ were up 
front and the Amfleet II coach I occu- 
pied was still clean and about three- 
fourths full. We began to decelerate as 
we approached Albany, and by the Hudson 
River bridge we had come to a full stop. 
The train crew quickly became irate, 
saying such things as, "What, are they 
out to lunch?" and "Why can't they get 
this train thru on time?" We sat for 20 
minutes to allow equipment to be moved 
in the Albany station. Once in, the Bos- 
ton section was quickly separated by re- 
moving the New York cars from the rear 
and placing them on an adjacent track. 

A rapid acceleration out of the 
Hudson River valley was accomplished us- 
ing the Post Road connection, smooth and 
fast track but infrequently used. We 
were 56 minutes late. The old Boston & 
Albany main was shiny double track and 
basically smooth, tho curving. 

The ride thru the Berkshires pre- 
sented low, broad, forested hills 
spliced by a few creeks and small towns. 
Several long freights were passed en 
route to Pittsfield and Springfield, 
where we were still 50 minutes late. The 
Worcester station was situated beneath 
1-290, somewhat like Cincinnati's sta- 
tion. The old New Haven tracks could be 
seen coming in underneath from the south 
along with some Providence and Worcester 
passenger equipment. 

Commuter territory was reached at 
Framingham, and we were still 45 minutes 
down. One MBTA four-car commuter sat 
outside the station. We approached Bos- 
ton rapidly, but were held for some time 
at Back Bay and then again at the throat 
of South Station. I told the conductor 
of my plight and he let me out ahead of 
the luggage at Boston. 1 could have 
waited an. hour for the southbound BEN 


FRANKLIN, but would then miss some 
desired trackside viewing of Northeast 
Corridor activity. So, with minutes to 
spare, I raced toward the station, turn- 
ed right, ran down three tracks, turned 
right again, and approached Shoreliner 
train 153. This train would take me 
south to my next connection in Stamford. 

The fast-paced Shoreliner was a 4- 
car train led by F40 209. Departure from 
Boston was on time, and speeds were eas- 
ily 80Qmph as we sped down welded rail. 
The sharp curve at Providence's station 
allowed good viewing of even = short 
trains, where about 80 people boarding 
pretty much filled the train. 

As we continued on, I noticed that 
the New London station housed a restaur- 
ant. And there were plenty of views of 
the ocean filled with many, many sail- 
boats al] along the coastline. The cram- 
med-full New Haven passenger yards were 
reached just five minutes off schedule. 
I was enthralled with the female PA an- 
nouncer rolling off the names of suburb- 
an commuter stops all the way to New 
York City. 

I had decided to change trains for 
the MONTREALER at Stamford CT. This sta- 
tion was chosen to allow me to see some 
of the commuter activity from trackside 
instead of just seeing it from the 
trains themselves. We reached Stamford 
eight minutes late, and the northbound 
MERCHANTS LIMITED was adjacent; AEM 917 
had six cars in tow. There were many 
commuter runs to be seen here. My first 
reaction was one of numbing awe as there 
was just so much activity taking place 
around the four-track line. The station 
itself was undergoing reconstruction as 
an overhead structure, not to be opened 
until 1985. 

With track signals at both ends of 
the station, I could easily watch what 
the arriving commuter trains did, and 
thus understand what the signals meant. 
Green-green-red indicated clear track 
and high speeds. Red-green-red indicated 
clear to cross over to an adjacent 
track. A red-red-flashing yellow signal 
ahead meant a commuter train was going 
to terminate in the adjacent yards. A 
red-red-yellow signal behind a train in- 
dicated it was going to back up and 
switch over to probably re-originate. 
The lulls in commuter traffic were no 
more than 15 minutes, and occasionally 
an Amtrak train appeared. The south- 
bound BEN FRANKLIN, my unneeded backup, 
showed 15 minutes late with AEM 910 and 
seven cars. I kept pretty much close to 
the station, as there was a lot of con- 
struction in the vicinity with warning 
signs up. I-95 could be seen to the 
north, and a large Mariott Hotel was 
within easy walking distance to the 
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The MONTREALER was 25 minutes late 
pulling in just after 10pm; AEM 927 led 


a baggage car, two sleepers, a lounge . 


and four coaches. I boarded Heritage 
coach 4702 and, as my ticket was quickly 
taken, I reclined for a night of cat- 
naps. The timekeeping was relatively 
poor. At New Haven, we had a long backup 
Move to apparently slice over to the 
Springfield track to go north. We reach- 
ed Springfield 35 minutes late, and 
there I noticed F40 349 apparently lay- 
ing ‘overnight for the morning BANKERS. 
We departed by backing out and then mov- 
ing north on the Boston & Maine. Most 
saat kts stops were around 30 minutes 
ate. 

This was the first northbound MON- 
TREALER to pass the derailment site at 
Williston VT. I first noticed a string 
of nine cars from the accident sitting 
on a siding to the west. There were sev- 
eral men taking pictures from the other 
side of the train. I hurriedly grabbed 
my camera, as the derailment site was 
approaching at a crawling five miles per 
hour. 

It seemed eerie and was strangely 
quiet. The passengers on my train were 
groaning as we looked out on the devas- 
tation. The mangled slumbercoach had 
been dragged up a hillside and was in 
full view. While there was little evi- 
dence of flooding elsewhere along the 
tracks, it was clear that a mudslide had 
occured at this location. Many workers 
were still here amidst a lot of running 
gear, twisted metal, and equipment that 
was scattered all over the wayside. The 
involved engines, F40s 202 and 211, plus 
baggage car 1184, were situated on flat 
cars with apparently no running gear 
whatsoever, just beyond the derailment 
site. 

We proceeded on to St. Albans, 35 
minutes late, where engines for the Cen- 
tral Vermont, Canadian National and Du- 
luth, Winnipeg and Pacific could be 
seen. On this clear, sunny day the White 
Mountains of New. Hampshire and Mt. Wash- 
ington loomed to the east. I did not vi- 
sit the lounge this morning, as I had 
brought along some breakfast bars and 
small boxes of juice. 

We crossed the upper reaches of 
Lake Champlain at very slow speeds, but 
we soon arrived at Cantic customs only 
18 minutes late. Our crew left the train 
and we sat for 53 minutes while Canadian 
customs checked us over. As the schedule 
seemed to be well-padded on this north- 
ern part, we managed to'reach Montreal 
only 32 minutes late, at 10:07am. The 
inbound route afforded a tremendous view 
of the St. Lawrence River and the bust- 
ling city. 

In‘ Montreal, my connection from 
the MONTREALER to the’ ADIRONDACK was 
scheduled at 50 minutes. This meant that 
I had 18 minutes to leave the train, 
once again ahead of the luggage, run the 
length of the train, only glancing at 
the nearby sleepers on the rear of VIA's 
OCEAN, climb the stairs to Central Sta- 
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tion, cross the clean, busy concourse, 
and zip up two escalators to the street. 
Now I had emerged downtown, but still 
had to turn left, run past a cathedral, 
veer downhill one block to Windsor Sta- 
tion, and run inside. 

With aching legs and lungs, I saw 
very little life in the huge concourse 
except for a little knot of people on 
the right. Thinking they were waiting 
for acommuter train, 1 asked them if 
the ADIRONDACK was boarding and they 
said "No." I looked out toward the 
tracks, which were quite distant, and 
could see the train was still there. Al- 
most immediately, a trainman asked, "Are 
you waiting for the ADIRONDACK?" I said 
"Yes," and since I was standing near the 
gate, I managed to be first out to the 
train. 

The ADIRONDACK was a _ three-car 
train led by F40 344. As we departed 
Montreal one-third full, it quickly be- 
came apparent that 344's electrical sys- 
tem would be out while we were moving. 
The lights were off and there was no air 
conditioning. On this summer day, the 


~Amfleet I coach was quickly going to 


turn into a sauna. The train crew did 
Manage to prop open the vestibule doors 
‘So a breeze could blow thru. At Rouses 
Point NY we were promised a new engine. 
Since this is not an Amtrak terminal, 1 
suspected that more problems would ensue 
on this route. The engine added was a 
Delaware & Hudson RS-11 freight engine, 
no. 5001. The customs check at Rouses 
Point lasted a full hour, which meant we 
were departing 41 minutes late. As we 
passed a blue Maine Central engine in 
the yards, we ground to a halt to await 
a northbound freight. 

At Plattsburg we were ‘hour, 15 
minutes late. Along Lake Champlain, 
spectacular views were offered. The 
tracks hugged the shoreline and at many 
times were practically overhanging on 
cliffs. The freight engine seemed to 
lack a lot of speed and acceleration. 
Every station meant we lost a few more 
minutes. At Fort Ticonderoga we were one 
hour, 30 minutes late, and then held 
outside the station eight minutes. The 
engineer came back thru the coaches to 
pick up some food from the lounge. Ap- 
parently when he got back into the cab, 
we were off. However, I noticed on the 
curves we were running red signals; it 
was stop and go at about 10mph. The 
northbound ADIRONDACK was over an hour 


late, and met us at Whitehall. 


At Saratoga Springs we were down 
2 hours, 7 minutes. A northbound freight 
passed with two Canadian Pacific engines 


. one Maine Central and two Delaware and 
' Hudson engines. I also noticed a Maine 


Central instruction car sitting at the 
station. 

We overtook a four-engine freight 
at the Mohawk River bridge, but just be- 
fore twisting into the Schenectady Am- 
trak station, next to Conrail's main, we 
stopped to detach the freight engine. 
The F40 would then not respond, so sev- 


Se 


eral more minutes were lost as the crew 


tried to get the engine to pull. We fin- 


ally advanced the 100 feet to the Schen- 
ectady platform, 2 hours, 30 minutes 
late, and just in time for several pas- 
sengers to connect with the westbound 
MOHAWK Turboliner. Ahead of us at the 
platform was a replacement F40, the 348, 
that was run over light from Albany. 
Once again there were problems in con- 
necting the two engines. When the train 
finally left, the 348 put out such a 
tremendous cloud of white smoke that a 
passerby on the street turned in a four- 
truck false alarm. 

The trip offered much varied scen- 


ranged from adequate to excellent. The 
lounge attendant on the ADIRONDACK seem- 
ed to be most concerned with holding 
conversations instead. of selling his 
food items. 

The best crew on this circle tour 
was easily the LAKE SHORE LIMITED's go- 
ing across Massachusetts. I give them a 
high efficiency and friendliness rating, 
as they seemed to be genuinely concerned 
with their passengers. Northeast Corri- 
dor traffic must be experienced to un- 
derstand what it's really all about with 
such masses of people to be moved. All 
in all, the trip was satisfying, but the 
connections were so tight that I doubt I 


ery to be absorbed, as well as providing 


would ever do such a thing again. 
new rail mileage. On-board services 


NIGHT ON THE UNDERGROUND 
BY ADRON HALL 

10:00pm: Descending from the misty, dark London street to the Bakerloo Line 
via a maze of stairs and tunnels and escalators midst the clatter of people’s. shoes 
toddling down to the rails. Upon reaching the “tube” station, quite a crowd stands 
quietly as the thunder of other trains resounds thruout—above, below, and across a 
wall. The waiting crowd includes families with children, elderly ladies walking arm- 
in-arm, probably returning from the theatre, and students with books, perhaps from 
night school. There is no apparent fear of crime—no bobbies (police) are around. — 

Many of the Underground stations are single-tunnel—i.e., opposite direction 
tracks are separated by a wall. When a train approaches, even before its rumble is 
heard, wind pushed by the train begins to rush thru the station so that ladies’ hair 
is blown horizontally. The train roars in: it’s one of the very old red trainsets with 
varnished wood trim around the windows. The seats have cloth material covering 
cushions which are eight to nine inches thick. They aren’t dirty and not worn— 
wonder if they’re as old as the varnished wood. Off we hum, clattering over 
switches and rolling at a good clip to stations with thoroly British names as Oxford 
Circus, Regents Park, Edgware Road, and then the destination of Paddington, the 
British Rail Station and Great Western Royal Hotel. — 

The long escalator up to the street isn’t moving. The steps number 65. At the 
top is a blackboard with a chalked message: “Sorry you had to walk up. There are 
some chairs just to the left if you want to sit down.” Typical British courtesy, even 
in the subway, There were no takers, but several chuckles from the parting crowd. 


QUOTES OF THE WEEK*** 

“At the same time, the corporation has eliminated routes it judges to be unecon- 
omic. In 1983, for example, a route across southern Wyoming was dropped—it aver- 
aged only 150 passengers per. day—in favor of a more. scenic and tourist-attractive . 
route through the Colorado Rockies. The route elimination left Wyoming without 
passenger rail service. Also without Amtrak service are Maine, New Hampshire, 
South Dakota, Hawaii and Alaska.” . , 

—From the Amtrak entry in the Academic American Encyclopedia 
as published in the Dow Jones News/Retrieval Service. 
(And don’t overlook Oklahoma—the most populous of the Amtrak-less states.) ~ 
SLIP OF THE MONTH CLUB*** 

“Service at the Glendale station grew during the energy crisis of the late ‘70s to 
the point that there were four trains a day in each direction. But funding cutbacks 
then reduced that last year to one northbound and one southbound train a day—the 
remaining, L.A.-to-Seattle Coast Starlight.” 

—Larry Gordon in Los Angeles Times (San Gabriel Valley Edition), 
October 14. ey — 5 
(Some of those eight trains must have been freights.) page 11 


ee 
Awa es Oe 
Action in New Orleans A PHOTOGRAPHIC ESSAY — PHOTOS BY JACK FERRY 


(Below:) The Leyland (Bottom of page 13:) 
Railbus is parked in A streetcar on the 
the New Orleans sta- famous and historic 
tion. St. Charles Avenue 
line in New Orleans. 
(Right:) Train 23, The line is the _ 
the incoming GULF oldest streetcar line 
COAST LIMITED, in the United States. 


On the day that this 
car was photographed, 
Oct 29, one of the 
streetcars had been 
chartered for a 
Private birthday party. 


pulls into New Or- 
leans Union Passen- 
ger Terminal! on 
Oct 29, 
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owners were preparing to move it to another city for a demonstration run. The vehi- 
cle ran down from Washington to New Orleans on Oct 21, after it had had a trial 
run in Rhode Island and was on display at a mass transit convention in Washington. 
Operations out of Kenner were originally planned to start Nov 1.The Railbus was 
scheduled to leave Kenner at 6:40am, 9:20am and 3:25pm, and leave New Orleans 
UPT at 8:10am, 2pm and 5:15pm. The Railbus carries 70 passengers (with 45 

seats). Some time after the photos here were taken, the Railbus was moved from 
New Orleans UPT to Kenner, where storage was cheaper. Kenner has a new depot 

at Williams Boulevard. 

The city of Kenner , enthusiastic about trains, is also seeing the opening this 
month of the Louisiana State Railroad Museum. For the occasion, SP locomotive 
745, one of the last five steam locos built by SP in its Algiers shops in 1921, was 
moved from Audubon Park to the museum site. Restoration will be performed by 
the Old Kenner Railway Association. 

Meanwhile, Amtrak service is thriving. With the SUNSET LIMITED, the CITY 
OF NEW ORLEANS, the CRESCENT and the GULF COAST LIMITED, New Or- 
The Louisiana World’s Fair may have leans is well-outfitted with passenger trains. The GULF COAST LIMITED is draw- 
closed on Nov 11, after filing in bankrup- ing more passengers 
tcy, and train travelers no longer have the y) than expected. Rid- 
excuse of a Fair to travel to New Orleans, ership is up on the 


(Above:) Train 24, 

the GULF COAST LIMITED, 
in the New Orleans station 
on Oct 29, awaiting passen- 
gers. At the left of the 
photo is the Leyland Rail- 
bus. 


(Below:) Rear view of 
train 24 at New Orleans, 
showing the Track 3 
and train name sign. 


but the train action there continues. ) other trains, too. 
In suburban Kenner, about 15 miles An Amtrak spokes- 
from downtown New Orleans, a move- man told a railroad 
ment has been afoot to install a rail com- forum sponsored 
muter service between those two points, by the Louisiana 
using a British Leyland Railbus (see RTN ARP and the Cham- 
300) on a two-month experimental run. ber of Commerce 
The Railbus was all ready to go, but the in September that 
city of Kenner had problems obtaining Amtrak is consid- 
= insurance. The ICG required $50 million cring doubling the 
- worth of insurance; originally they asked service on the 
for double that amount. As the deadline route, with a 
for obtaining insurance, Nov 23, approach- train that would 
: ed, it seemed unlikely that the Railbus leave New Orleans 


would be allowed to operate, and its (continued on page 21) 
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Very Slow Train to Yesterday 


BY JOHN V. FELS 


. Those among RTN readers who are short-line aficionados will remember with 
nostalgia the Beebe and Clegg classic “Mixed Train Daily” and Archie Robertson’s 
“Slow Train to Yesterday.” For them there’s good news: like so much of else in 
one a past, yesterday is still alive today, preserved in time, south of the 
border! 

My August 1975 N. de M. timetable, which as far as I can learn is the latest 
published, lists a bevy of mixed trains out of Oaxaca, capital of the state of the same 
name. Three run back up the main line to Telixtlahuaca, one on Wednesday and 
Stunde one on Tuesday and Friday, and a third on Wednesday, Saturday and Sun- 

y. 

My first choice would have been one of the two mixed trains to Talcolula, one 
scheduled Thursday thru Sunday, and the other on Sunday only, but I was in 
Oaxaca early in the week; consequently my choice was limited to No. 332, daily 
except Sunday, for Taviche. A glance at the map would suggest that this stub might 
once have been intended to penetrate the mountain ranges south of Oaxaca to the 
coast at Puerto Angel and thence down the Pacific Coast to Salina Cruz and on to 
the Guatemalan border...a more knowledgeable historian will have to resolve that 
question. 

All of the mixed trains listed in the 1975 timetabie are still shown on the 
schedule board at Oaxaca. Consequently, when I arrived on the morning of Oct 23, 
No. 332 was waiting for departure. The consist was engine 5853, freight 72336, 
freight 1084, express 1200, caboose 43426, segunda 4766, segunda 4399, caboose 
44148, and caboose 44184. My ticket to Taviche, 56 km away, was 48 pesos (24 
cents at the then-prevailing rate). 

While it has been my experience that most Mexican thru-passenger trains leave 
on the dot (“en punto”, to be precise), it quickly became apparent that No. 332 
would not depart on the advertised at 7:40, At both ends of caboose 44148 there 
were long lines of people waiting patiently to receive cash. I assume it was payday 
for employees; my rudimentary Spanish was inadequate to elicit a definitive answer. 
Only when the last man in the line dropped off the caboose did we start, at 8:09. 

My plan had been a roundtrip ride to Taviche; No. 332 is scheduled to arrive 
there at 9:43am and then to depart as No. 331 at 10am, arriving back in Oaxaca at 
12:02pm. However, it quickly became apparent that the Taviche branch was going 
to fall somewhat short of meeting on-time standards of the CENTURY or SUPER 
CHIEF. We lumbered slowly southward down the middle of the Periferico, passing 
pedestrians and staying about even with bicycles. 

The first stop shown on the timetable is Empalme Dist. Taviche; it would be 
more accurately described as Oaxaca South. Here the line to Tlacolula turns east, 
that to Taviche west over the Porfirio Diaz bridge. We left the junction, two km 
south of the station, at 8:28am, already 43mins late. 

The two segunda cars were of post-war construction and except for the absence 
of any trace of water or water pipes in the restrooms, wouldn’t have been unsatis- 
factory as commuter cars, assuming windows that readily open are acceptable in lieu 
of air conditioning. The on-time performance was somewhat less. To make a long 
story short, we arrived at Ocotlan, the largest city on the route and 41 km from 
Oaxaca, at 11:05am, two hours and five minutes late, and a quick projection suggested 
that we wouldn’t even make Taviche by the time we were supposed to be back in 
Oaxaca. Mindful of a luncheon engagement in that city, I bailed out, walked to the 
plaza, and luckily boarded a bus leaving almost immediately for Oaxaca (fare, 100 
pesos). 

as had done 41 km in two hours and 56 minutes, for an average speed of 8.7 
mph. Why so slow? I don’t know. The track wasn’t that bad: I saw much worse 
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when I rode the cab of a borrowed Boston and Main steam engine on the Suncook 
Valley in 1949, and it had a 12mph speed limit. The route was thru the famed 
Valle de Oaxaca, with no grades or sharp curves. 

Why the two passengers cars? Our maximum passenger load in the two cars was 
15 or 20. I wondered at first why a passenger would wait an hour and a half or two 
hours to ride four kilometers; wouldn’t walking be better? However, I quickly re- 
alized the factor I was overlooking; I was wearing shoes, and the other passenger 
wasn’t. 

I had hoped to report more on the freight operations; as I left in search of a bus, 
the freight cars at the front were being shunted into a siding. The moral for future 
riders is, of course, allow plenty of time. In fact, allow all day. It is interesting to 
speculate whether Lucius Beebe and Charles Clegg ever had days like this. 


And a final note: this wasn’t our only trip back in time. The next day we flew 
from Oaxaca to Puerto Escondido in a 28-passenger DC-3 of Aerovias Oaxaquenas. 
Fortunately, it adhered to schedule! 


THE SILVER PALM has been saved, thru the good work of the Florida Coali- 
tion of Railroad Passengers. Last issue we described how the organization took the 
Florida DOT to court to require it to release 403(b) funds for the train which had 
been appropriated by the state legislature. NARP said that the status of the lawsuit 
was uncertain, sinc the DOT had relented and agreed to release the money, which 
will keep the train running thru June of 1985. The lawsuit concerns a broader issue 
—the question of whether the state-required 60% cost recovery for 403(b) trains 
applies only to collected fares or whether it includes the Amtrak-funded portion. 
The train would have stopped running after Nov 25 if it were not for the action 
of the Florida Coalition... 

FEDERAL RAILROAD ADMINISTRATOR announced Nov 2 the appointment 
of Raymond J. Rogers as the new Associate Administrator for Administration of 
the FRA. Rogers has served as Acting Associate Administrator for Administration 
since 1983, The 43-year old Rogers lives in Vienna VA..... 

WHERE HAVE YOU SEEN THIS BEFORE Department: Another new train’s 
ridership is exceeding expectations. The Chicago-Grand Rapids PERE MARQUETTE 
carried an average of 210 passengers a day in its first three months of operation. 
This was more than the state’s ridership projections. Surveys showed that 40% of 
the train’s riders are using the train for a one-day roundtrip. Thirty percent of the 
riders were businesspersons, and 25% were using the train for a connection to another. 
State officials said the PERE MARQUETTE is the most heavily-used passenger train 
in the state. Said an official, quoted in the Grand Rapids Central Advance, “We're off 
to a real good start, but it’s too early to make any predictions on whether we have a 
erand success on our hands.” The state of Michigan predicted 55,000-60,000 riders 
the first year... 

GREAT WESTERN RAILWAY, between Bristol and London, England, cele- 
brates its 150th anniversary in 1985. An important industry of Bristol is Harvey’s, 
makers of sherry; and thus it was natural that the company should share in the his- 
torical remembrance of this railroad by acquiring a 1930 GWR locomotive, the Kin; 
l:dward II, for restoration. More info on the 1985 celebration is promised in Janu- 
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CORPUS CHRISTI-LAREDO rail service might resume in the near future. The 
city of Corpus Christi TX has begun talks with the Texas-Mexican Railroad to start 
up rail passenger service between the two cities, a distance of about 125 miles, in 
order to connect Mexican rail service with Corpus Christi and the Gulf of Mexico. 
Service would start within two years. The railroad reportedly has agreed to the idea 
if the city of Corpus Christa would fund a depot there, which would cost up to 
$100,000. Negotiations began this month, according to the Austin (TX) American- 
Statesman. The Tex-Mex Railroad is headquartered in Laredo TX..... 

AMTRARK’S 1985 CALENDAR design is shown below. The calendar painting, 
another in a series by noted railroad artist Gil Reid, is apparently based on the 
photo which appeared on the cover of our last issue, of the CALIFORNIA ZEPHYR 
in the Colorado Rockies. The original photo, which was published in Amtrak’s 
1983 Annual Report, was taken by rail 
photographer Mel Patrick. The 1985 
calendar costs $3.50 each (or two for 
$6, three for $8), and can be ordered 
from: Amtrak Calendar, PO Box 7717, 
Dept. S. Itasca IL 60143. The 1980 
thru 1984 calendars are also still 
available at the same price..... 


ILLINOIS CENTRAL GULF 
Railroad will be sold in a short period 
of time, according to newspaper 
reports. No buyer has been named 
for the railroad, but it would be 
another railroad, according to an official of IC Industries, the railroad’s parent com- 
pany. A financial analyst stated that an Eastern or Canadian rialroad that wanted 
access to the gulf port would be a logical buyer... 
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Amtrak's California Zephyr, en route from Chicago to San Francisco. 
travels through the heart of the Rocky Mountains on the Denver 
and Rio Grande Western Railroad west of Denver. 


RIO GRANDE ZEPHYR’S last runs were the subject of a TV film entitled 
“Silver Zephyr’ which we saw on our local PBS station on Nov 21. The production 
was done by the Utah Historical Society, and a poorer treatment of an interesting 
topic could hardly be imagined. The photography was dull, the script was boring, 
the interviewer was unable to draw out the interviewees, so that they seemed in- 
articulate. The production was no boost either to classic or to contemporary rail 
passenger service. It made one wonder what all the excitement about a last run was 
about. It made rail lovers seem dull and stupid. Avoid watching it..... 

CHICAGO-MILWAUKEE CORRIDOR schedule changes on Oct 28 brought 
the ENCORE —not a Franco-American automobile, but a new schedule for train 333 
on Saturdays. The train leaves Chicago at 11:15pm and arrives in Milwaukee at 
12:47am. The train had its first run on Saturday, Nov 3... 

WISCONSIN DELLS COMMUNITY Transportation Association, Inc. is seeking 
donations toward construction of a new depot in Wisconsin Dells. About half of 
its $50,000 goal has been reached, reprots WisARP. The Address is: Dells Depot 
Fund, PO Box 145, Wisconsin Dells WI 53965. WisARP says the project has been 
high on its priority list since 1983..... 

STATION AGENTS DROPPED: Amtrak has plans to remove station agents from 
the Indio CA and Holdredge NE stations on Nov 30. Hastings NE has had full staff- 
ing and baggage checking restored on a trial basis, reports NARP..... 


CHRISTMAS TRAVEL RESERVATIONS may be already impossible to obtain..... 


CHICAGO-ST. LOUIS SCHEDULE changes made Oct 28 may cost Amtrak over 
$130,000 per year just for additional crew lodging and expenses. Illinois Rail points 
out that just over a year ago, a crew scheduling agreement was begun that saved Am- 
trak $90,000 a year, and saved Illinois $36,000 in subsidy. The changes won't bring 
in more revenue, says Illinois Rail—the changes are analogous to re-arranging the deck 
chairs on the “Titanic”. comments the rail organization..... 
page 16 


wy 
(OO Bee 


THE MAIL TRAIN: Amtrak’s new train 13, the MAIL EXPRESS, southbound 
on the NE Corridor, passing thru Perryman MD en route to Washington DC, is seen 
in the photo above by Alex Mayes, taken on Nov 17. The train consists of AEM7 
locomotive 928, five baggage cars, and one Amcoach..... 

FORMER PULLMAN-STANDARD executives have set up a consulting firm, ac- 
cording to reports, to advise railroads on passenger equipment. They reportedly 
have approached VIA Rail Canada to sell them 200 modified Superliners, and have 
approached Amtrak to urge them to buy 70 more Superliners. The cars would be 
manufactured in Canada and assembled in the U.S.; thus both nations would have 
their build-American and -Canadian laws satisfied..... 

_ PRIVATE CAR OWNERS of ex-Amtrak 5400-series Budd-built coaches are 
being approached by- VIA to sell up to eight of these cars. VIA wants them for a 
HEP program for the OCEAN, and they would probably be used for coaches and 
Dayniters. VIA wants only coaches with good trucks which have been in current 
use. VIA estimates about $200,000 Canadian per conversion. They do not seem 
concerned about the condition of car seats, etc., as they would be replaced..... 
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JAPANESE NATIONAL RAILWAYS are in the news because of the concern in 
Japan over the size of their rising deficit. JNR now carries a deficit of over $44 bil- 
lion. The railways are said to be overstaffed by about 100,000 workers, many of 
whom would be dificult to lay off. The private railways in Japan operate more ef- 
ficiently, and one plan is to divide the railway into seven segments and sell it to the 
private railways. Unprofitable branch lines would be abandoned. Despite its econ- 
omic inefficiency, JNR’s operations are top-notch..... 

IOWA’S NEW SENATOR, Democrat Tom Harken, took a ride on Amtrak from 
Osceola to Washington DC, reports NARP, the weekend of Nov 10. He told NARP 
“It is really the only civilized way to travel. I thoroly enjoyed it and look forward 
to riding Amtrak again.’ NARP noted that Harken will be joined in the new Sen- 
ate by two long-time Amtrak supporters, Al Gore Jr. of Tennessee and Paul Simon 
of Illinois, both Democrats..... 


COLUMNIST RUSSELL BAKER in tne New York Times in late November 
wrote of the experience of sitting in a waiting room seat at Penn Station in New 
York and finding there was a puddle of beer on the chair. His entire humorous 
column was given over to the thoughts he had on encountering this situation..... 

AMTRAK PRESIDENT CLAYTOR’S identification as a “railroad buff” is fre- 
quently noted in the press when he is the subject of an article. The Richmond (VA) 
News Leader on Nov 12 carried a long article on the 72-year old president, with < 
color photo of him holding a model of an Amtrak AEM7 locomotive. He’s a “natu- 
ral” for the job, notes the newspaper..... page 17 


NINE PRIVATE CARS and one railroad business car were in Chicago Union Sta- 
tion simultaneously on Oct 27, reports reader James Clark. The Charter Wire cars 
were parked on the north side of the station. Stored in the yards were the Santa Fe’s 
“Mountain Air” and PV “Silver Garden.” On the rear of train 59 were “Pas A Grille 
Beach” and “Manatee River”, bound for New Orleans on a World’s Fair excursion for 
Railcruiser Tours. And train 335, bound for Milwaukee, had the following consist: 
engine 281; cars 21151, 21102, deadheads “Palm Beach’’, ‘Susan Marie”’, ‘““Hiram’’, 
and “‘Cedar Rapids.” “Palm Beach” had been used on a World’s Fair excursion by 
Premier Express Limited..... 

kk 

TIMETABLE ERRORS DEPARTMENT: This doesn’t count as a schedule error, 
but as reader Norman Wilson notes, there is a typo on the front cover of the Am- 
trak system timetable, and this is the third consecutive timetable carrying the error. 
In the second paragraph of the blurb headed “When you take an Amtrak tour, you- 
"ll enjoy the experience,” it reads, “And there’s a lot of truth to that, because an 
Amtrak tour lets people experience a truly uinque means of transportation.” Amtrak 
may be unique, but it isn’t uinque..... 

AMTRAK PRESIDENT CLAYTOR wrote a slightly tongue-in-cheek letter to 
the NY Times, published Nov 29, in response to a slightly tongue-in-cheek article on 
the Nov 17 Op-Ed page, written by Ms Meredith Platt. Her article, titled “The Hour 
That Amtrak’s Mind Left the Rails’, is about riding the train during the changeover 
from Daylight to Standard time the night of Oct 27. All Amtrak trains running at 
2am, the official time of the changeover, stop for an hour to let time catch up with 
them. Ms. Platt wrote that Amtrak should have informed passengers of that so they 
could use the time to celebrate. Claytor said he is thinking of putting out a flier 
that would say “Bargain fare! One night only! 10% hours on the Night Owl, Wash- 
ington-Boston, for the price of 94%! Don’t miss this once-a-year opportunity to sleep 
an extra hour on Amtrak!”..... 

HIGHWAY SPEED LIMIT is being talked about in Washington, and the National 
Research Council and the Gallup Poll both have studied the present 55mph limit. The 
poll finds that 71% of the population favors it, about the same since it came into 
being in the energy crisis of 1974. The NRC notes how it saves lives and fuel, but 
suggests increasing it in some rural areas. (The L.A. Times editorializes against such 
an increase.) It seems likely that the limit may be raised in some rural Western 
areas, but the general S5Smph limit appears to be well-established now..... 

A COLD WINTER in the West is being forecast—like the winter of 1974-75—while 
a mild winter is foreseen for the East. A good thing that Amtrak is all converted to 
HEP now. Travelers in the Rockies and other Mountain State areas can expect plenty 
of snow scenes to gape at. No reports of great problems have come out of the few 
heavy Rocky Mountain storms that have hit so far..... 


KANSAS CITY STATION office building construction began Oct 17, and work 
started as well on the Amtrak passenger terminal under Main Street Bridge..... 
News in this issue is updated thru Nov 29, 1984. 


URBAN-SUBURBAN TRANSIT (continued from page 8) 


chanted “‘We won’t move,” and transit officers were unable to budge them. They 
had just been ordered off one train that developed motor problems. Then officials 
decided to get them off the second train so it could push the problem train, which 
had broken down completely. Getting nowhere, officials instead successfully got 
500 passengers off a third train so it could be used to push the disabled one. Scene 
of the mass revolt was Brooklyn. ‘ 

MALFUNCTIONING TRAFFIC LIGHT was believed responsible for a Caltrain 
commute train on the San Francisco Peninsula smashing into several autos trapped 
on railroad tracks in San CArlos during the evening rush hour on Nov 19. Surpris- 
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ingly, altho two cars were destroyed and four other cars rear-ended,no one was 
injured. A dog received a broken leg. 

SOUTH SHORE RAILROAD’S new owners ran an inspection train from Ran- 
dolph Street Station, Chicago to South Bend, Indiana on Oct 25, using Amtrak loco- 
otives and coaches. ei: 
if LOS ANGELES BUS lines will receive a smaller subsidy next year—$110 million, 
which is $32 million less than this year’s subsidy. The reason is that part of a fund 


fed by a %-cent sales tax since 1980 will be devoted to rail transit projects next year. 


Next summer, RTD bus fares will have to increase, possibly to 75 cents or higher. 
WASHINGTON METRO SYSTEM has a stiffer competitor now, as taxis in that 
city on Nov 29 began making telephone service available to riders. Cellular phones 
are being installed in taxis. Chicago got this feature six weeks ago, and there the 
phone-equipped cabs average four calls per day, mostly by businessmen. 


TIPS FOR PHOTOGRAPHERS on New York’s subway system are given in the 
Nov 25 NY Times. Permission is needed to take pictures, but this can readily be 
obtained, the article states, from Mr. Dennis Wendling at (212) 330-3164. 


NEW YORK’S TRANSIT Authority on Nov 26 announced a major change in 
its budget for next year. More money will be spent for overhauling subway cars 
and buying new buses, instead of being put into a magnetic fare card system and 
into station improvements. The TA plans to buy 780 buses instead of the 625 
previously planned. Only 41 stations will be rehabilitated, instead of 56. The plan 
needs the approval of the parent body MTA, but this is expected to come at its 
meeting in December. 

NEW YORK STATE Legislature has told Gov. Cuomo that he should present a 
plan for the NY transit system, and he plans to do so at the end of November. 
Someone must deal with the problem of a fare increase and the budget deficit, and 
apparently this will be up to the Governor. The budget deficit in 1986 could 
require a subway fare increase from the present 90 cents to $1 or $1.10, and 25% 
fare increases for Metro-North and the Long Island Rail Road. 

THE WASHINGTON POST in late November published an article on the many 
woes of the New York subway system. The article seeme.: to be stimulated by the 
riders’ revolt of Nov 20 (described above). The article, by Margot Hornblower, 
made no mention of the fact that Washington doesn’t have these problems. 

SILICON VALLEY TROLLEY is what the media are calling the San Jose light 
rail line, which is now lurching toward a birth. A major San Francisco Chronicle 
article of Nov 26 asks the question of who will ride it. It suggests that perhaps 
people really aren’t interested in it, and it will receive little patronage. The true 
answer is probably closer to the answer of San Jose Supervisor Rod Diridon which 
the article quoted: “We Will see a tremendous dependency established...” 

A NUMBER OF READERS were puzzled by a typo in this department in RTN 
301. It stated that 2000 passengers were evacuated from a New York subway car. 
The correct statement was 2000 from the train that the car was a part of. 


CLACKAMAS COUNTY, OREGON officials on Nov 13 asked the Portland Met- 


ropolitan Service District to perform the first phase of a study of a light rail system 
connecting the county’s Town Center with Portland Airport, running along 1-205. 
The proposed system would connect at two points with the Banfield light rail line 
that is now under construction. 

CALIFORNIA TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION on Nov 15 decided to pay 
a consultant $37,000 to review the Sacramento light rail project, because of concern 
over projected budget overruns. 

SOUTHERN PACIFIC RAILROAD has rejected the suggestion of a commuter 
train between Phoenix and the southeast Valley. The idea was brought up by col- 
umnist Tony Natale of the Phoenix Gazette early this month. He said the Arizona 
DOT also is cool to the idea. Four years ago ADOT made a study of such a com- 
muter train, and their conclusion is that it wouldn’t be economically feasible. 
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The fare is now set at 50 cents. The RTD will make a final decision on fare increases 
in February. It promised to keep an increase as small as possible. 

METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION on Nov 28 gave approval 
to over $139 million in Bay Area transit projects: $11 million for the San Jose light 
rail line; $34.1 million for San Francisco Muni various projects including an extension 
of the J-Church streetcar line; $35.1 million for BART’s Daly City project and other 
miscellaneous projects; $25.1 million to Golden Gate Transit for operating subsidy, 
25 new buses, and ferry dock improvements; and $17.4 million to AC TRansit for 
operating subsidy and miscellaneous. 


West Coast Report 


ing World’s Fair in Vancouver, set to open May 2, 1986. Amtrak’s Graham Claytor 
confirmed this plan in a letter to rail supporter Rodney Aho of Walla Walla WA. The 
test train consisted of an F40 locomotive, a transition car, and BN business cars. 

THE FAMOUS MORETON BAY Fig tree next to the Amtrak Santa Barbara sta- 
tion is home to 20 otherwise homeless people—or at least they claimed on applica- 
tions to vote in the November election. The county registrar denied their applica- 
tion last month, but four of the group took their case to the state Supreme Court. 
The outcome of the case is apparently not yet known. 

CITY OF EUREKA and the California Coastal Commission are still worried that 
the ICC exempted the Eureka Southern Railroad from certain maintenance require- 
ments of the line that it might not be able to handle financially in the event of 
severe damage, to which the ex-NWP line is prone. Concerned with the fragile envir- 
onment in the area, they have asked the ICC to reopen the case and impose the 
standards on the fledgling railroad. The exemption case is ICC Finance 30555. 

NAPA VALLEY LINE of Southern Pacific, which the railroad is seeking to aban- 
don, might be purchased by a private investor. As of Nov 15, the prospective buyer 
and the railroad were supposedly close to an agreement. The purchaser asked local 
concerned citizens to postpone a planned protest of the abandonment because it 
might cause a long suspension of purchase negotiations. The purchaser, known as 
Napa Valley Wine Train, Inc., proposes to run a canopied tourist train that would 
serve passengers food and wine as it ran thru the vineyard-covered valley. Freight 
would be carried on the route, as well, On Nov 6 the county defeated a ballot 
measure that would have required the county to buy the line if a private sale failed. 

SHOW TRAIN, INC., a San Francisco group and package tour operator for Am- 
trak, now includes Train Window Sightseeing itineraries with it s tours. The itinerar- 
ies are a tour document processor printout, and are frequently updated to register 
changes in train schedules and the passing scene. The 8'4x11 spiral-bound tour 
guides are printed out by computer, customized for each traveler. Show Train tours 
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are available thru Amtrak travel agencies or Amtrak’s toll-free number or by calling 
the office at (415) 362-2298 in San Francisco. 

CITY OF OCEANSIDE is expected to pass a resolution to establish a Southwest 
Coast Corridor and a development commission to develop and upgrade the passenger 
service between San Diego and Santa Barbara. The resolution will go to all on-line 
cities, seeking their support. Reportedly, there is strong support in the area to work 
with Amtrak in developing this corridor. Now that the Bullet Train is out of the 
picture, impetus will be even stronger. 3 


ACTION IN NEW ORLEANS (continued from page 13) 


in the morning, the reverse scheduling of the present run. Wayne Babovich, city 
councilman and vice chairman of the Louisiana-Mississippi-Alabama Rapid Rail 
Transit Commission, told the forum that he hopes the GULF COAST LIMITED will 
be extended. to Pensacola, Destin and Jacksonville, He also indicated support for 

a westward extension, to Baton Rouge, Shreveport and Marshall TX. 

A late November report indicates that the GULF COAST LIMITED operation 
has been extended until Jan 6, 1985. The Amtrak report on its test train that it 
ran between Birmingham and Mobile indicated “Track excellent, capable of 79mph. 
Recommend connection to CRESCENT at Birmingham.” Time would be: depart 
Birmingham at 11:45am, arrive Mobile 6:25pm; depart Mobile 7:15am, arrive Bir- 
mingham 1:55pm. Intermediate stops would be Montgomery, Greenville, Flomaton, 
and Bay Minette. 

The Sunbelt Rail Transit Committee is pushing for service to extend west from 
Louisiana to Dallas and Fort Worth. Cities along the line, including Meridian, Jack- 
son, Vicksburg, and Shreveport, have pledged $20,000 toward a feasibility study of 
the route; UMTA is expected to pay $80,000 of the full cost. A Gulfport engineer- 
ing firm is to do a ridership study of the route, and look at the existing physical 
facilities, as well as considering intermodal access. Louisiana, Mississippi and Texas 
will be expected to go in on a 403(b) one-year demonstration project. 

Meanwhile, in New Orleans, last month a new agency was named to manage Union 


Passenger Terminal. A 9-member Transportation Center Authority takes over from 
the Union Passenger Terminal Committee, with the aim of making the depot a viable 
intermodal terminal. One aspect of the changes planned is establishing express transit 
service to New Orleans International Airport, and offering airline ticket offices and 
baggage checkin at the train terminal. 

The New Orleans area is the hub of bustling rail passenger plans; it’s a place to 
keep one’s eye on in the coming months. 


CARS & CONSISTS 


*Suwanee Steam Special, Jacksonville (Simpson Yard)-Valdosta GA & return Nov 
10-11: engine N&W 611, auxiliary tender N&W 220166; cars N&W 1047 baggage, sup 
-port car (baggage) SBD 766743, office car SBD 317 “Alabama”, VIP car SR 2352 
“Crescent Moon”, recording car (combine) SR 726 “William J. Purdie, Jr.”, air-con- 
ditioned coaches SR 841, 842, 843, 844, 845, 662, commissary car (baggage) SR 
(AGS) 4061 “Queen and Crescent Club”, open-window coaches N&W 5386 & 531, 

SR 1067, SR(CNO&TP) 3659, SR 1068, 1081, 1086, 1006, 1065, open-air car SR 
1070 “W. Graham Claytor, Jr.”, open-air obs SR 1056 “Lookout Mountain”. (SBD 
766743 & SBD 317 “Alabama” operated Nov 11 only. (Presidents Robert Claytor 
of N&W and Dick Sanborn of Seaboard were aboard the Nov 11 train, along with 
Jim Bistline of NS. Both the trips were sellouts, with about 850 passengers each.) 

*SILVER STAR, train 81, Tampa Oct 28: engine 389; cars 2434 “Pacific Pla- 
teau”, 3121 “Henry Knox”, 25034, 25032, 25026. Same, train 82: engine 389; 
cars 2434 “Pacific Plateau”, 3121 “Henry Know”, 25034, 25032, 25026 (car 
25026 first revenue run, Tampa-Chicago thru coach service). page 21 


*SILVER METEOR, train 88, New York Nov 10: engine 965 (E60); cars 1126, 
1623, 25029, 25003, 28011, 8528, 2476 “Sarasota”, 2095, 2458 “Pine Leaf”, 3121, 
25004, 25021. 

*COAST STARLIGHT, train 14, OxnardNov 22: engines SP 8234 (SD40T-2), Atk 
285 & 253; cars 1252, 1173, 39916, 32053, 32062, 32046, 38008, 33015, 31032, 
34006, 35001, 39964, 35095, 35005, SP office car no. unknown, private obs car 
“La Condesa’’. (Train 40mins late.) 

*GULF COAST LIMITED, train 23, New Orleans Oct 29: engine 718; cars 
21175, 20013, 24229. 

*SUNSET LIMITED, train 1, New Orleans Oct 31: engines 704, 712; cars 1157, 
2462 (thru sleeper), 39934, 34045, 35007, 88017, 32020. 

*BROADWAY LIMITED, train 41, Pittsburgh Nov 11: engines 315, 303; cars 
1264 (to L.A. on no. 3), 1378 mail, 1226 & 1229 (from no. 441), 25026 Florida 
coach, dome 9405, 2883 “Pacific Range”, 8523, 2082 “Loch Rannoch”, 2443 
“Walnut Grove”, 3103, 25058, 25060, 25070, 1614, deadhead lounge 28013, dead- 
head coach 4711. 

*DESERT WIND, train 36, Barstow Nov 11: engines 288, 287; cars 1130, 
39905, 39962, 38031, 34063, 32028. 


RAIL FANTRIPS 


Dec 31-Jan 1: New Year’s Eve in New York; lv Washington 5:30pm on MONTREALER, ring 
in new year in Time’s Square. Return on WASHINGTON EXECUTIVE setout sleeper. Sponsor: 
RRE. $120 double rate. Wes Vernon (guide), 1605 Billman Ln, Silver Spring MD 20902. 

Send large SASE when responding to listings. One Rail Fantrips listing is free. Send full 

info to: RAIL TRAVEL NEWS, Fantrips Dept, PO Box 9007, Berkeley CA 94709. 


EXPRESS ADS 


AMTRAK—VIA RAIL CANADA-EURAILPASS—OCEAN LINER CRUISES—RAIL TOURS 
RAIL EXCURSIONS—CHARTER RAIL CARS. Atrangements by phone or appointment—use 
your credit card—tickets mailed promptly. A fully appointed travel agency with masters of 
ship and rail travel. GREAT WESTERN TOURS, Sheraton Palace Hotel, Suite 900, 

639 Market Street, San Francisco CA 94105. (415) 398-2994. 


DINING CAR CHINA, glasses, silver, cloth. Timetables, guides, stationery, rules, metal 

& Pullman items, annual reports. Many railroads. Long 37¢ stamped envelope brings list. 

J. McClellan, 1752 S. Wichita, Wichita, KS 67213. Will buy items. 

GISELLE’S TRAVEL CORP at 1215 4th St. Sacramento CA 95814, Phone: (916) 446-1211 
offers rail tickets on AMTRAK—VIA (CANADA)—EURAILPASS along with tours and 
accommodations in cities to which you are traveling. Let Giselle’s help you take your 

next memorable rail trip. 


ONE OF THE WORLD'S last great train rides—the Kyle of Lochaish. England and Scotland 
by rail. Sightseeing. Historic Hotels. All meals (except London).Contact Herb Rowan, Giselle’s| 
Travel, Inc., 5667 Freeport Bivd., Sacramento CA 95822; phone: (916) 421-6616. 


SUPPORT improved rail/transit in the Pacific Northwest. Join: Washington Association of 
Railroad Passengers. Dues only $10. Write: Wash/ARP, Box 7381, Bellevue WA 98008. 


New catalog of books and railroadiana items, send request to Colorado Railroad Museum, 
P.O. Box 10, Golden, CO 80402. Or drop in and see what we have, open every day 
except several holidays the year around at 17155 W. 44th Ave., Golden, just three miles 
west of Interstate 70, or 12 miles from downtown Denver. 

Railroad Cloth Emblems (Patches). Over 400 different colorful designs. Send $2.00 for 
three samples and list. Joseph Lajoie, P.O. Box 3, Methuen, Mass. 01844. 

“Issues in American Rail Travel” and RTN’s Rail Travel Yearbook are in preparation and 
will be published soon. Watch these pages for announcements. 

RTN ADVERTISING RATES: Express Ads cost just $1 per line of 80 spaces (capital 
letters require more than one-space, so please allow extra room). No anonymous ads, 
please. Display ads are only $1.25 per square inch. Send your order today to: 

RAIL TRAVEL NEWS, Box 9007, Berkeley CA 94709. 
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RaiPAC | JOIN your Loca 
| RAIL PASSENGER 
’ ASSOCIATION | 


ARIZONA RAIL PASSENGER ASSOCIATION 
States: Arizona 
Memberships: $12 Regular 
Publication: Newsletter 
. Address: P.O. Box 16191 Phoenix, AZ 85011 


INTERRAIL , 
States: Colorado, Idaho, Nevada, Utah, Nyoming 
fe Memberships: $5 Introductory, $10 Regular 


Publication: Newsletter 
Address: P.O. Box 20443, Salt Lake City, UT 84120 


MINNESOTA ASSOCIATION OF RAILROAD PASSENGERS 
States: Minnesota 
Memberships: $5 Regular 
Publication: Bi-monthly Newsletter 
Address: P.O. Box 375, Minneapolis, MN 55440 


NEW MEXICO ASSOCIATION OF RAILROAD PASSENGERS 
States: New Mexico and El Paso County, Texas 
Memberships: $5 Introductory, $10 Reeular 
Publication: Newsletter 
Address: 416 Columbia Drive, SE, Albuquerque, SM &7106 


RAILROAD PASSENGER ASSOCIATION OF CALIFORNIA 
States: California 
Memberships: $15 Introductory, $25 Regular 
Publication: President's Report & RailPAC Quarterly Review 
Address: RailPAC Membership Services 
“ P.O. Box 81616, San Diego, CA 92138 


WASHINGTON ASSOCIATION OF RAILROAD PASSENGERS 
States: Washington 
Memberships: $10 Regular 
Publication: Bi-monthly Newsletter 
Address: P.0. Box 7381, Bellevue, WA 98008 


PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE ANYWHERE BY SUBSCRIPTION 


TRACK 4, Southeastern Transportation Coalition 
States: Southeastern quadrant of United States 


Subscription: $7.50 for 12 issues 

Address: 2918 Houston Avenue, Macon, GA 31206 
RailPAC QUARTERLY REVIEW 

States: National in scope 


Subscription: $10 per year, 4 issues 
Address: RailPAC Quarterly Review 
P.O. Box 81616, San Diego, CA 92138 


SEND this page, with vour check payable to your local oreani- 
zation or publication, to their address above. 
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